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The following 5 minute special order

was inadvertently attributed to Mr.
NORWOOD:

BANNING COCKFIGHTING
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
appreciate the opportunity to spend a
moment on the floor of the House this
afternoon dealing with an issue that
passed this House by voice vote over-
whelmingly during the discussion on
the agricultural bill earlier this ses-
sion.

We now have in conference the ag bill
that seems to be moving forward. I
have grave concerns in one particular
area, Mr. Speaker, that I am going to
be working over the course of the next
few days to seek clarification because I
want to make sure that the intent of
the House and the Senate are preserved
in the final form that comes out of con-
ference.

Mr. Speaker, there has been a prac-
tice of cockfighting, game hens, that
has been tolerated by this Congress
even though it is now illegal in 47
States. The public long ago has come
to the point that this practice is inher-
ently inhumane and barbaric.
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The handlers of these fighting birds

drug the animals to heighten their ag-
gression and to clot the blood. They
affix knives or ice picks like gaffs to
their legs and place them into a pit to
fight until one of them is dead, all for
amusement and illegal gambling.

Mr. Speaker, this barbaric practice is
slowly being made illegal around the
country. It is currently legal in only
three States. The problem is that
under current law it is still legal to
transport these birds from States
where it is illegal to States that it is
legal, and this loophole is exploited to
allow people to maintain, to train, and
it facilitates illegal game bird fighting.

Last October, my colleague, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO),
and I offered two amendments to the
farm bill that would close these loop-
holes and strengthen the penalty for
violations of animal fighting laws.
These two amendments were passed
overwhelmingly by this body by voice
vote, adopted in identical form in the
Senate. This, in fact, should not even
be a conference item. Identical lan-
guage was adopted by both the House
and the Senate. The intent of both
Chambers was to close the loophole,
ban foreign export of fighting animals,
and increase the penalty.

According to the House Agriculture
Committee’s Web site, a conference
committee is permitted to deal only
with matters in disagreement between
the House and the Senate. It may not
change language that both have pre-
viously approved.

Unfortunately, it is pretty clear to
me that people are, in fact, looking at
watering down the penalty provisions
in particular, and to deal with prob-
lems, some people are saying, I have
been told by one high-ranking member
of the conference committee that they
are concerned that there is not a prob-
lem with 4–H clubs dealing with raising
these chickens that the 4–H’ers
produce.

Well, first of all, to prosecute a cock-
fighting case, law enforcement officers
must have evidence of the illegal activ-
ity. The birds intended to be used in
these cock fights are identifiable by
several indicators, including the spe-
cial structures that they are kept in,
the fighting paraphernalia, the specific
drugs that are provided to them to
heighten the aggression and to aid the
blood clotting.

The Animal Welfare Act already pro-
hibits interstate transports for dogs for
fighting purposes, and we have not had
anybody come to this floor and say,
well, we have these provisions in Fed-
eral law and we cannot have legitimate
show-dog activities, that it is inter-
fering with the buying, transport, and
delivery of animals for purposes that
do not impact animal fighting. Of

course not. Reasonable people apply
the laws reasonably, and this is abso-
lutely specious.

There is a problem, however, because
people will run through this loophole
to continue to exploit the illegal game
fighting that is happening in these
States where it is illegal but it is legal
to grow them, legal to train them,
legal to transport them.

One of the problems is that the cur-
rent penalties are 26 years old. They
are not high enough to warrant pros-
ecution of violations. What we hear
from the U.S. Department of Justice
and the USDA, that they have indi-
cated that they would give more con-
sideration if they were a felony and in-
cluded higher fines and jail time.

That is what the House passed. That
is what the conference committee
should protect, and if we are not able
to do that, Mr. Speaker, it is my inten-
tion to bring a motion to this floor to
instruct the conferees to respect the
rights and the will of the House and
the Senate and to do what the Amer-
ican people want and end this cruel and
barbaric practice.

f

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Jeff Trandahl, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on April 26, 2002 he presented
to the President of the United States,
for his approval, the following bills.

H.R. 861. To make technical amendments
to section 10 of title 9, United States Code.

H.R. 4167. To extend for 8 additional
months the period for which chapter 12 of
title 11 of the United States Code is reen-
acted.

f

ADJOURNMENT
Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, I move

that the House do now adjourn.
The motion was agreed to; accord-

ingly (at 2 o’clock and 4 minutes p.m.),
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Tuesday, April
30, 2002, at 12:30 p.m., for morning hour
debates.

h
EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports and amended reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for official foreign travel dur-
ing the third and fourth quarters of 2001, by Committees of the House of Representatives, as well as a consolidated report
of foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for speaker-authorized official travel during the third and fourth quarters
of 2001, pursuant to Public Law 95–384, are as follows:

AMENDED REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND THE WORKFORCE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1
AND SEPT. 30, 2001

Name of Member or employee

Date

Country

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total

Arrival Departure Foreign
currency

U.S. dollar
equivalent

or U.S.
currency 2

Foreign
currency

U.S. dollar
equivalent

or U.S.
currency 2

Foreign
currency

U.S. dollar
equivalent

or U.S.
currency 2

Foreign
currency

U.S. dollar
equivalent

or U.S.
currency 2

Hon. Bob Schaffer ................................................... 8/21 8/23 Lvov, Ukraine ........................................ .................... 479.52 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 479.52
8/23 8/26 Kiev, Ukraine ........................................ .................... 907.68 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 907.68

Stephanie Milburn 4 ................................................. 8/21 8/23 Lvov, Ukraine ........................................ .................... 479.52 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 479.52
8/23 8/26 Kiev, Ukraine ........................................ .................... 907.68 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 907.68

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 2,774.40 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 2,774.40

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
3 Military air transportation.
4 To participate in Schaffer CODEL.

JOHN BOEHNER, Chairman, Dec. 20, 2001.
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